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Why does the Torah spend so much time enumerating all the offerings of each

individual head of the tribes? Why doesn't it just say that all the princes
of the tribes brought the same offering? The answer, I believe, is because
although they all brought the same thing how they got there was different.

We each in life want the same basic things, love, security, appreciation, the
opportunity to express ourselves, etc. but how we get there is different.for
each of us. We have to know ourselves. We each start from different places.
Some people are so foolish. They do not know who they are and they want to

be everything they are not. They think they are movie queens or baseball stars,
etc. Instead of developing their basic talents they concentrate on what they
are not. Each of us can contribute many things to the world but we cannot
pretend we are something we are not. The princes offered their offerings not
in chronological order but in the order they marched. Judah was first. Why
was Judah first? Judah had a blue flag with a lion on it. The symbol of Judah
was courage. He knew how to admit when he was wrong. He made mistakes but he
did not blame others. He was worthy of leadership because he accepted
responsibility for what he did and he learned from his mistakes. He had the
courage to be laughed at. The next flag was that of Isaachor. His flag was

a black flag which had the moon and the stars on it. The second requisite for
living the good life is hope. One should never despair. When things are

bad you should never give up hope. On the darkest night the moon and stars
are always there. The third flag was that of Zevulun. It was a white flag
with a ship on it. Ship stands for commerce. 1In life we go up and down.
People who have money today do not have it tomorrow. The important thing is
to be honest which the white background signifies. If a person has courage,
never gives up hope, and is honest he will make his way in the world. He will
do well. Let him just recognize who he is, let him have courage, integrity
and hope, and he will lead a productive good life and not be a silly.

The story about a man who found a seal. He put a rope around it and was

walking down the street. A policeman saw it and said, "Why don't you take
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him to the zoo?" The next day the policeman saw him again walking with the
seal. He shouted at him, "Didn't I tell you to take him to the zoo?" The

man replied, "I did and we had such a good time I'm taking him to the movies

now




